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Nandini Sahai (Born July 12, 1955)


	Residence cum Office
15, LGF 
NRI Complex 
Greater Kailash- IV 
New Delhi- 110019 

Telephone: 011- 40631623 Telefax: 011-26272963,
Cell: +91-9810185160 

Email:nandinisahai@yahoo.com


Education 

· M.A  in English Literature, Delhi University (1978)

· B.A (Hons.) in English Literature, Delhi University (1976)

Awards: 

Awarded the prestigious ‘Woman of Substance Award 2006' by Ryan Foundation for outstanding contribution towards women’s development and bringing awareness in the society about their strength and power.

Present Position: 

Director (Hon), Media Information and Communication Centre of India (MICCI)

Duties and Responsibilities: 

Organising national/international seminars, workshops and training programmes and bringing together thinkers, scholars and academicians, activists, social scientists and creative people from India and around the world to look at larger issues with special focus on the role of media .
MICCI Activities from 2007 till date 
 

Seminars Organised:

National Seminars (2009)  

1. National Seminar on “Strengthening Democracy: Role of Judiciary” 

    Venue: Bangalore 


2. Two National Seminars on “TV News: Market Forces vs. Social Responsibility”
Venues: Varanasi, Goa 

3. National Seminar on “Converting Electoral Democracy into Participatory            Democracy: Role of Right to Information” 

Venue:  Ernakulum 


4. National Seminar on “Women in Media: Fighting Stereotypes”

  Venue: Kozhikode

International Seminar (2008) 

MICCI Annual South Asia Media Summit on ‘Globalisation / Commercialisation of Media in South Asia: Time for a Reality Check’
 (Goa, November 21-23, 2008, in collaboration with ICG, Goa)

   National Seminars (2008)

· National Convention on Right to Information: The Road Ahead  

                 (Goa, December 12-13, in collaboration with ICG, Goa) 

· Four Regional Seminars on ‘Converting Electoral Democracy into Participatory Democracy: Role of Right to Information’ 

· Trivandrum 

· Ranchi 

· Ahmedabad 

· Srinagar 

·     Four Training Workshops on ‘Reporting/ Writing on Rural Issues’ 

· Jaipur

·   Goa 
· Four Regional Seminars on ‘Emerging New Broadcasters (Community  Radio Stations): Evolving Strategy’ 

· Mysore 

· Kolkata 

· Varanasi 

· Ahmedabad 

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Changing TV Newsrooms: Serious Business or Low-cost Reality TV’ 

· Jaipur  

· Bangalore 

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Foreign Investment in Media: Need for Control/ Regulation’ 

· Daman 

· Delhi    

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Strengthening Democracy: Role of Judiciary’ 

· Chennai 
· Lonavala 

· Four Regional Seminars on ‘Women in Media: Fighting Stereotypes- Identity and Gender’

· Hyderabad 

· Chandigarh 

· Goa 

· Pune 
International Seminars (2007)

Organized One South Asian Regional Seminar on ‘Media and Public Interest in South Asia’ in November 2007 in collaboration with ICG, Goa 

National Seminars (2007)

· Three Seminars on ‘Women in Media: Challenges and Prospects’ in Jaipur, Varanasi and Ahmedabad.

· Three Seminars on ‘Right to Information’ in Ranchi, Goa and Indore 

· Three Advocacy Workshops on ‘Broadcast Bill 2007’ in Kolkata, Trivandrum and New Delhi 

· Three ‘Training Programmes on Rural Journalism’ in Jaipur 

· Three Workshops on ‘Community Based Disaster Management’ in Kochi, Visakhapatnam and Chennai 

· Two Seminars on ‘Community Radio: Hype or Hope’ in Tumkur and Chandigarh 

· Three Seminars on ‘Media and Development with a Human Face’ in Hyderabad, Aurangabad and Hassan. 

· One Seminar on ‘Youth, Media and Democracy’ in Mumbai

Previous Experience: 
Country Manager, AMIC (Asian Media Information and Communication Centre), India from 2004 to 2006. 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

Organising national/international seminars, workshops and training programmes and bringing together thinkers, scholars and academicians, activists, social scientists and creative people from India and around the world to look at larger issues with special focus on the role of media 

AMIC Activities in 2006 

International Seminar (2006) 

South Asia Media Colloquium on ‘Media and Development with a Human Face’
(Goa, October 13-15, 2006, in collaboration with ICG, Goa)

National Seminars (2006) 
· Two Regional seminars on ‘Youth Media & Democracy - Role of Media’
(Varanasi, Mumbai)


· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Participatory Democracy: Role of Media’
(Kolkata, Jaipur) 


· Three Seminars on Right to Information 
(Patna, Ranchi, Bhopal)

· One Regional Seminar on Freedom of Expression 
(Chennai)


· Two Seminars on ‘Media and Tsunami: Role of Media’
(Cochin, Pondicherry) 


· Three Seminars on ‘Media and Development with a Human Face’ 
(Bhubaneswar, Mysore, Simla) 


· Press Meet on “Janvani”:A Successful Rural Newspaper of Orissa”
(New Delhi)


· Two Seminars on ‘State of Democracy: Role of Media’
(Mumbai,Alibaug)
   

· Three Training Workshops on Rural Journalism
(Jaipur)

· One Regional Seminar on ‘Trends in Global Media’  

(Jaipur)

AMIC Activities in 2005 

International Seminar (2005) 

South Asia Media Summit on ‘Media & Public Interest in South Asia: Some Priority Areas’
(Goa, October 22-24, 2005, in collaboration with ICG, Goa)

National Seminars (2005) 

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Youth, Media & Democracy in India’

(Varanasi, Mumbai)

· Three Media Roundtables on ‘Tsunami and Community Based Disaster Management’ 

(Hyderabad, Kochi, Chennai) 

· Two Colloquiums on ‘Media & the Judiciary’ 
(Mumbai, Lonavala) 


· Four Training Programmes on Rural Journalism 

(Jaipur)

· Three Regional Seminars on ‘State of Democracy & the Role of Media’
(New Delhi, Bhubaneswar, Pune) 

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Media and Human Development’ 

(Ranchi, Goa)

AMIC Activities in 2004 

International Seminar (2004)

South Asia Media Summit on ‘Media and Judicial Independence in South Asia’

(Manesar, Haryana, December 2-4, 2004)

National Seminars (2004)

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Media as a Vehicle of Change’ 
    (Jaipur, Pune )

· One Regional Seminar on ‘IT for Social Empowerment’
(Chandigarh) 

· One International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) Workshop
(Hyderabad)


· One Regional Seminar on ‘Youth Media and Democracy’ 

(Mumbai)

· Two Regional Seminars on ‘Media and Human Development’
(Nashik, Varanasi)

Previous Experience from 1979 to 2004 

Associate Editor for 10 years of Vidura (a quarterly journal of Press Institute of India dealing with Media and Communications issues) , and Grassroots (a monthly newspaper of Press Institute of India on Development issues). Work involved writing, editing, identifying themes/issues, commissioning articles from senior journalists /subject specialists, finalizing layout and design
Assistant Editor, Swagat and South Asia Travel Review (1981-1982) Assistant Editor, Himachal Times, Editorial Assistant, Depth News India, brought out by Press Institute of India covering Development issues
Other Professional Activities

· Since 1996, actively involved in the Right to Information movement. Worked closely with Aruna Roy, Magasasay Award winner in creating awareness among people about their rights. Organised public hearings, seminars, workshops etc. Also participated in formulation of the Right to Information Bill which has now been passed by the Parliament to become an Act. 

· Member, Select Committee representing the media in formulating the Right to Information Act of the Delhi Government.

· Associated with International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT) on issues of Torture and Human Rights. The task includes sensitizing the media on torture (war/terrorism issues).

· Editorial Advisor, Printing Times, a publication of All India Federation of Master Printers.

· Media Advisor, Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India. Helping in sensitizing the media about the importance of breast feeding as opposed to commercial babyfoods

· Designed a Course on “Online Journalism” for Open University, Karnataka.

· Visiting Faculty, Departments of Journalism and Mass Communication, Delhi University Colleges, teaching development communication.

· Visiting Faculty, Indian Institute of Mass Communication, New Delhi for:

· Training of mid-career journalists from Non-Aligned countries
· Training of Senior Army Officers in communication.

· Also on their selection committee for admissions.  

· Coordinated, organized and participated in a series of Regional/National seminars on Media and Human Development organized by the Press Institute of India in various parts of India since 1994. 

· Keynote Speaker for three Regional Seminars on Media Ethics and Coverage of Violence, Corruption and Portrayal of Women held in Jaipur, Patna and Lucknow (2002). These seminars were organized by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, a German Foundation

· Participated in a Workshop “Police –Public Interface” organized by the Bureau of Police Research and Development in Bhopal, January, 2003.

· Keynote Speaker in the Regional Seminar   on “Media and Communal Harmony”, Jaipur,  (April 2003) organised by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung &Communication Media Foundation  (CMF)

· Keynote Speaker for Leadership Training   Programmes for Dalit Youth, Jodhpur (May, 2003) organized by Indian Social Institute, New Delhi.

· Keynote Speaker for Regional Seminar on  “Youth for Democracy” Jaipur (June, 2003), organized by Indian Social Institute, New Delhi.

Participation in other International Seminars


· Represented MICCI as a delegate at the Asia Media Summit (AMS), MACAU SAR, China from May 24-29, 2009 organized by AIBD (Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD) in collaboration with international organizations.

· Presented a paper and power point presentation on ‘The Need for a Right to Information Law in Sri Lanka’ at the 10th Anniversary of the Colombo Declaration on Media Freedom and Social Responsibility – Colombo, Sri Lanka, October 20-23, 2008. 

· Represented MICCI as a delegate at the Asia Media Summit (AMS), Malaysia in May 2007. The Summit was organized by AIBD (Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD) in collaboration with international organizations.  

· Key speaker at the workshop on ‘Health and Societal Covenants for Maternal and Child Well Being’ held in Stanford University (USA) in December 2007. MICCI is now part of the Stanford University’s efforts towards improving the unacceptably high maternal and childhood mortality rates in the Indian subcontinent.

· Represented AMIC-India as a delegate at the Asia Media Summit (AMS), Malaysia in May 2006. organized by AIBD (Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD) in collaboration with international organizations.  

· Participated at the International Seminar on  “Event Management” organized by Fredrich Ebert Stiftung, at Colombo, Sri Lanka from August 28-31,2006.

· Presented a paper on “Gender and Poverty: Role of Media at the South Asia Conference on “Poverty in Asia”, Bangkok (2002). South Asia Conference on “Right to Information”, Bangkok (2002), organized by Centre for Investigative Journalism, Manila.

· Presented a paper on Global News for the Indian Market at the International Seminar on “Media and Terrorism” (March, 2003) Bali organized by Centre for Media Freedom and Responsibility, Philippine. 

· Organised one International Seminar on “Pressures on the Press” Sariska, Rajasthan (March, 2003) 

· Organised one International Seminar on ‘Maoists Conflict and Track II Diplomacy’ , organised by the International Press Institute in Nainital, Manesar and Delhi 

Books and Papers Published: 
· Journalists' Handbook on Right to Information  

· Media and Public Interest in South Asia: Some Priority Areas

· Media and Law : A Journalists' Handbook

· Practical Guide for Journalists (Hindi)


· Several papers related to media and development issues published in newspapers, journals, books and on the net.

Additional Information:

Editor, South Asia Voice, an international monthly magazine, launched in February 2008


I was offered this position to conceptualise the entire magazine, identify leading thinkers/ writers from South Asian countries, edit and design the contents for final publishing. I accepted this offer and brought out the first six issues.

Panelist on ‘Live Television programmes’ on Doordarshan and Lok Sabha Television on social and gender issues as well as on All India Radio.
Countries Visited 


a) For Participation in International Media Conferences: Thailand, USA, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, China 

b) Otherwise: Europe, USA, Hong Kong, Nepal  

Languages known:
English, Hindi

Marital Status:  Separated


Children: Son-(age 25 yrs, currently working with KPMG-going abroad for further studies). Daughter (age 23 yrs- completed her degree in Commercial Art and has joined  an advertising agency in Delhi)

References from India : 
Prof Mahendra P Lama

Vice Chancellor, University of Sikkim 

Ms. Aruna Roy 

Magasaysay Award Winner and Social Activist 

Mr. H.K.Dua,  

Former Media Advisor to two Prime Ministers of India, 

Former Editor, The Times of India and the Hindustan Times
Presently Editor –in-Chief, The Tribune, Chandigarh.

Mr. Bhaskar Ghose,

Former Director General, Doordarshan and CEO Lok Sabha TV   

Mr. Eric Gonsalves 

Former Ambassador of India to the European Communities and 
Secretary to the Government of India

Former Trustee, ICG, Goa 

International References: 
 Ms. Lindsay Ross-Executive Director, Commonwealth Press Union, London

 Ms.Shalini Bhutani, Associate Director, Bechtel International,                                                                    Centre, Stanford University, USA

Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, Editor, The Sunday Times, Sri Lanka

Mr. Rahimullah Usafzai, Editor, The News International,    Pakistan                        

Mr. Prateek Pradhan, Editor, The Kathmandu Post, Nepal

Dr. Peter Gey, Director, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES),  Germany, (India Office).                           
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